lean KPUII'AKEBUY
MAJII KO3AKH

Iemopuune onogioanns 3a uacie XmerbHuuuunu

Ce Oymo BoceHn 1648 p., B uyacu, KOJIM TeThbMaH bormax
XMeNbHUIBKUNA 3 CIIaBHUM BilicbkoM 3armopo3bKHM TPHUHIIOB 3-Haj
Juinpa no Fanuuunn.

B ceni Hogiit Boni 6yB Benukuii pyx i Merynnsa. Ko>xHuit, XTo Tinbku
Mir, [OCIIIIAB 3a CEJI0 HAa TOCTUHEIb AUBUTHUCS, SIK IIPOXOAATH KO3aLbKi
Bilicbka. Maibxe Bci XxaTu Oyiau NMOpOxXHi, 00 BCl CEIAHH: MYXUMHU 1
KIHKM, cTapui i IiTM — BuOpanucsl cTpiyaTM JOPOTMX TocTei 3
Hapnnninpsacskoi Ykpainu. Tinbku Ha TpOMajiChKiM NACOBHCHKY BHUIHO
OyJI0 TYPTOK XJIOTIIIIB, TO CHILIK BKYIIi 1 HEMOB HaJl YMMOCH paamiu. Jyxe
Oakasii BOHM W €00l TOJMBUTHUCS HA CIABHUX KO3aKiB, aje HE Oylo sK
JUIIUTA XyA0OW, W Hamli XJIOMI[i 3 BEIUKAM CYMOM 30CTallUCS Ha
MacoBUCHKY. JIuiie ofuH, HaicTapimii 3 HUX, Bacuibko PoManiB, mooir
Ha TOCTHMHEIb JHUBUTHCS HA KO3aIbKAH TMOXiN; 1HIN TaCTYIIKA
NIIBHYBAIN HOMY XyZ00H, a BiH 32 T€ MaB OIOBICTH iM ITUPOKO MPO BCE,
1110 NOOAYUTD.

CoHle Bxe HaOMIDKanocs 10 3axXoly, a Bacwibko e He BepTas;
IIIIOB 1€ B MOJIYAHE, I XJIOMIi OyJIM HECHOKIHHI, III0 3 HUM CTaJIOCs.

— Yu iforo Ham maH 1o A0pO3i HE 3JI0BUB, — 3/0TalyBaBcs IBaHKO
Yopuuit. — INan nyxe HenoOpuit Ha Horo TaTta...

— ITan Tenep HikOMY He OIIKOAUTH, — BiAnosiB Jlecs bepesa, — sik
TUTBKH JIOBiaBcs, MO KO3aKH IPHXOJATH, 3apa3 Ka3aB 3alpsAraTH KOHI i
Jiech MoixaB 3 maHuyamu. MabyTb, BXke i He BEpHEThCS.

— A moxe, Bacunbko ne 3a61yauB, — sxypuscs Ocranko Bapenuns.

— Ilo? Bacmibko 3a0mynuB? Bin ke BCi HOpOTH 3HAE, SIK CTapHil
yosoBik! Jle BiH He OyBaB, Ky/I1 HE XO/IHB...

— A Mose, Horo Tatapu 3a0panu 10 HeBOJi? — IHTaBCS MaleHbKUIA
I'puynso IleTpiB, sikuii 1mie mienesnsiBUB i He BMiB J0Ope TOBOPUTH.

— HypHenbkuii TH, ['punyHio, — cMisnucs xjaonni. — Tartapu tenep
pa3oM 3 KO3aKaMH BOIOIOTH MOJISIKIB; HAIIIOTO YOJIOBIKA HE B3sUIM O 110
HEBOJI.

Tak TyTOpHiIM XJIONLi, HyAbIYIOUN HA MACOBHCHKY. Hapas ckpukHyB
Muxanko OmiftHUK:

— JluBitbcs, Bacuibko Bxke Ha rop0i.



Bci xmonui 3BepHYNIU 0di, KyIu MOKa3yBaB Muxayko, i Cpasii mif
3axiJ] COHIIS TTOOAYUITH, K HaONIKaBcss Bacuib. [I0B MIBUIKO, XBIISIMU
HaBiTh MiJ0iras, 3HaTH OyI10, 10 IOCMHIIIAE 1 XOTiB OU B OAAHY MUTb OyTU
IPY TOBApUILAX.

XJonmi KUHYJIHCS 10 HBOTO OJWH Yepe3 APYroro, MHUTAIOYH, KyIH
XO0JMB 1 110 6a4ynB. Ane Bacuibko OyB Takuii 3My4eHHH, 110 aXK TPHOITI i
B TIEpILii XBUJII HE MIT CKa3aTH Hi CIIOBA.

— Hexait BignmounHe Tpoxu, — ckazaB Mwuxayiko, — Oauute, 5K 3
HBOTO TIIT JUTETHCS.

— Mu raxi nikasi! Onosigaii 3apa3, Bacunbky! — kpuuanu Xjiomii.

— Ilotomy BiaminHe, Temep Hexall po3Kasye, — UICHEISIBUB
I'punynso.

Xuonmi rojocHo 3acMisuucs. Jlech BXxonuB I'pHilyHs i NEpeKUHYB
fioro yepes meui.

— Woi, 3a6'ec, myckail! — Kpu4aB XJIOITYHHA.

Tum vyacom Bacuibko BiIIOYHB JICIIO i TIOYaB OMOBigaTH. AX Terep
mo0ayYMIIK XJIOMII, SIK fOMY CBITHIIUCS O4i, HEMOB BiJ BEJIUKOI paoCTi; a
SK TOBOPHB, TOJOC HOMY APIIKaB JEKONIH, OylI0 BHAKO, IIO BiH IyXe
3BOPYLICHUI.

— Takoro nuBa, K HHHI, — po3Ka3yBaB Bacwib, — s 1mie He 6aunB
Hikonu. He 6auwmu Toro HaBith crapi mroau. Jino Credan ax miakaiu 3
pafocTi. SIk st BUHILIOB 3a ceJlo, Ha TOCTHHELb, KO3aKiB 11e He Oyi10. Ajie Ha
TOCTHHIII CTOSUIO 0ararto Jito/IeH 3 Halloro cena i 3 Cyciicbkux. 3i0panucs
HEMOB Ha BEJMKUH Npa3HUK, BC1 B CBATOUHMX oaexax. Miil nino Oymu B
BHUCOKI CUBil Iamnni, — TaTo i CTpUiKo TpuMaiH ix mia pyku, 60 gino He
MOXYTh BXKE€ J0Ope xoauTu. A Bci Oynu Taki Becemi, BCHOAM CMIXH i
pamicTe, BCi T'YTOPWIM Tak NPHUA3HO 1 HPUXWIBHO. Taro, K MeHe
no0avYmiIM, XOTUIM MEHe KapTaTH, IO s KWHYB XyHoOy i BHHIIOB Ha
TOCTHHELb, alie MAimo ckasamu: «JIumm #oro, Hexail MOIUBHTHCS,
IIACIIMBHH BiH, [0 MOJIOJIMM J0KUB Takoro yacy!..» Toai TaTo Bke HiY0ro
MEHI He TOBOPWIIM. A CYCiITV CMisUTHCS 3 MEHE 1 Iy TKYBaJIH, IO 5 BUIIIOB
JI0 KO3aKiB OOCHH, B MOJEPTill CBUTHHI, a BCi OyJIu IpHOpaHi, K y CBATO, 1
KazaJld MeHI BepTaTHCS JOAOMY, NEpeoIsTHYTHCS. AJe Iino 3HOB
3actynmiucs 3a mMeHe. «Hexail nummrbesa, — ckazann. — Mu BUHNUIN
CTpiuaTy He maHiB, aie Hamux OpaTiB. Ko3aku He 10al0Th 3a OAiXK, BOHU
Taki cami Moau, K Mu». Cycinu Bxe He )KapTyBally, 1 sI TUIIUBCS.

Uekanu MU 1Ie 3 TOAUHY. 31aneka Oyj0 BHIHO BEIMKHA TyMaH Ha
nopo3i; Bci muiabHO auBuincs. Hapas xToch KpukHYB: «Biliceko iae!»
OpuH YOJIOBIK, IIO BWJII3 HAa BHCOKE JEPEBO, MOOAYMB KO3AIbKI MOJIKH.
AJjie MM 3a TyMaHOM Ilie JOBro He Oaumiu Hivoro. Hapemri momitunu
KiJIbKOX 1371iB. B ofHy XButto, HeMOB 3 HeOa, 3'SIBUJIHMCS, CTalM Iepen



HaMH Ko3aku. «Boporw um npyru?!» — TykHYB ofuH i3 HuX. «[pyry,
Jpyru!» — CKpUKHYIU MU BCi BOJIHO. «BiTaiiTe HaMm rocti!» Bei kunynucs
Ha FTOCTHHEIIb 3I0POBUTH K03aKiB. Haimi umapi cHaiig Ha poCciuX KOHSIX,
npuOpaHi Oyau B CHHI XKYIIaHH, MIANOACAHI >KOBTO-30I0TUMH NOACaMU, Ha
ToJI0BaX Malld BHCOKI IIAINKH, Yepe3 IUieue PYIIHHMIN, MPH O0OKax BHCIIH
JIOBT1 KpHBI IA0JIOKH, a TIPH TOsCI 1ie sikech 3Hapsiuast. Ciijio y oHOTro
Oyno IUBHOI poOOTH, BKPUTE OKCAMHUTOM YH SKOICH IHIIOK JOPOTOO
Marepiero, a y3/ieuka xiba Haca/)KeHa CaMOI[BITOM, TaK CBiThIacs. 5 cTosB
OJIM3EHBKO TIPH KO3aKax i MPUAUBUBCS 100pe.

A HapoJ TOBNHUBCS, TYKaB 1 KpUYaB pajiCHO, IO 3a TaMOPOM JICBE
MOXHa Oyno Imock 3po3yMmitu: «CnaBa, claBa HallUM JIMIAPSIM, ClaBa
ocBoboauTensiM!» Kozaku KIaHANUCS KPYroM BUCOKMMH ILANKaMH,
PO3BOIMIM pPyKaMH, ASKYyBadM 3a NpPUBIT. «JIumite, 10Opi moau, —
IPOMOBISIM  KO3aKM, — HaM Telep HIKOIM 3a0aBiATUCS, MU 3a
BICHKOBHM JILJIOM, Tociyxaiire!» Asie Hapoa He 4yB KO3albKOI MOBH, 1IE
Iyxde KpudaB i romoHiB. Toami TOH Ko3ak Ha rapHoMy cimii, MaOyTb,
CTapUIM{ KO3aIlbKWi, BUTATHYB MaleHbKy OylaBy 1 MaXxHYB HEO Ha
TOBapHIla, MO iXaB MOPYY 3 HUM. A TaMTO#l B CI0 MUTh 000Ma pyKamu
CXOITMB HEBENHWKi MAINYKH, 1 TyT )K€ 3aTOPOXTiB HaJ HAIIUMH TOJIOBAMHU
royocHuid TapabaH. 3aMOBKJIM 3AWBOBAHI JIFOAHU, CTAIO THXO, MOB MaKOM
cisiB. A crapmmHa TyKHYB: «[lo BeNiHHIO SICHOBEIBMOXXHOTO MaHa
reTbMaHa, 1 BCi€i CTapmIMHH, 1 BChOro Bilickka 3amopo3bKoro,
nociyxaire!» Ciyxanu Bci, 3anepiu ayx. Toni BuixaB Hamepen Opyruit
KO3aK, MiJJHIC BUCOKO BEJIUKY TPAMOTY 1 FOJIOCHO CTaB BiTUMTYBaTH:

«borgan XMmenpHHLIBKUH, reThbMaH, 3 yciM BiiickkoM 3anopo3pkum
BCIM B3arayi i KOXXHOMY 3 OCiOHa, KOMy IIpO C€ 3HATU HAJICKUTH,
JOHOCHMO, III0 MU BHHIUIM 3 BEJIMKOIO CWIIOIO i3 3amoposbkoi 3emii i
Waemo 1o Bac, MO0 BUCBOOOAMTH Bac 3 JIaBHbOI HEBOJI i 3pOOUTH
BOJILHUMH. J[OBIi pOKHM TEpIiIM MH BXE KPUBIY i HacuibCcTBa. L{inmomy
CBITOBI BiZIOMO, K HHIIWJIM HAc MOJbChKi maHW. Haxmamanu Ha Hac
HEBOJILHUIBKI TATapi 1 MAaHIIM3HSAHI pOOOTH, pyHHYBaM Haime Io0po,
KPHBAWIM HAIIi JiTH. XTO iIOB 3 )KAJI00O0I0 1 IIyKaB CIPaBETUBOCTI, TOH
3HAXOJMB TULIBKK CMiX i 3HeBary. Komm Mu gomaranucsi HallUX IIpaB,
Ha3WBaJIM Hac OyHTiBHHKamH. 3a0yiy Mpo ce, 0 MU HAIIKNMH TPYIbMHU
6oponunu [Mombiry nepen Tarapamu. [Tonsiku OaxxarOTh 3HUIIMTH BECh
Ko3aLbpKui pia. Ha BCi Ti KpUBAM HEMa 1HIIOTO CIOCOOY, JIMIIE 3J1aMaTh
NoJISIKIB cutoro. Hexall Ko3aku 1 CeNisiHM pa3oM KHMHYTHCS Ha BOPOTiB. X04
BOpOXKa CHJIa BEJUKA, MM HE BCTYHNHMOCS NEpea HUMH, — IOKIaAeMO
mepes HUMH MEPTBI TPYNH, 3aCTEIUMO JOPOTY MOTHIaMH. MycuMo
J0OYTH TaBHIO CBOOOY, SIKY Masld OaTbKH HaIlIi...»

I me 6araTo rapHux ciiB OyJI0 B IpaMOTi reTbMaHa XMeJIbHUIBKOTO.
BiguuraB Ko3ak IpaMoTy, a MM BCl 1€ CTOSUIM, HEMOB HiMi, 3acilyXaHi



reThbMAaHCHKUMHU CI0BaMu. AJe B Tilf XBUJII KO3allbKUl cTapIiuii cTATHYB
y3zeuKy i kpukHyB: «[Ipomaiite, moau 100pi, HaM nopa Jaii B Jopory!»
Bxionunucss Ko3aky BUCOKMMH IIANKaMH 1 IMIBUAKO PYIIUIM BIEpE.
«[Ipomaiite!» — 3a1yHano 3 ycix ycT, aje Hallli TMiapi OyIu Bxe Janeko.

Ha xBunmnay Bacunpko cimauBcs. ['oBopHuB CKOpo i ak 3aAuxaBcs 3
BEJIMKOT HATYTU. AJle XJIONIi He Jalu HOMY JOBrO BiANOYMBATH.

— Mo 6yno mani? I'oBopu, rosopu, Bacuieky! Bacunb omnosinas
Jlali Ipo KO3aLbKUH MOXia:

— Jlense Mu cTsMuIIMCA 10 BiA'i3Ai K03akiB, KOJIM 3-3a ropOa cTaiu
BUCTYIIATH KO3albKi noyiky. Hapop e OinbIie KMHYBCs Ha TOCTHHELIb, BCI
TPEMTLIM Bil HETEPIENUBOCTI. S BUJIi3 MIBUAKO HA YEPEIIHIO IIPU JI0PO3i,
mo0 rapimnie Bce BUAITU. Byio »x Ha 1o nuBuTHCs!

IMomepeny ixanu kKo3alpbki My3ukd. Bci Ha KOHSAX 3 IHCTpyMEHTaMH,
@k auBHO Oyno misamith. I[HcTpymeHTiB Oyino 0e3 umcna, a Taki
HEe3BUYAlHI, 1110 Y HAC HiKOJIK He BuAaTu. O/iHI rpanu Ha TpyOax i cypmax;
TpyOu OyiM TO BENHKi, TO MaJeHbKi, OBl 1 KOPOTKi, JAEsSKi KpydeHi,
TUBHOT ()OPMH, a BCI CBITHIIHCS, SIK 30710TO. [HIIN KO3aku Ounu B OyOHH, a
OyOHHU TakoX OyJIU Pi3HOI BETUUMHHM; ACSIKi AY)KE BEJIUKI 1 TOJIOCHI, a 1HIIi
MaJIeHbKi, 10 IpiOOHBKO TOpoxkoTinu. Ille iHIN My3uKH Manau B OJHIN
PYyLi HIOU pelreTo, a IPYroko pyKoro OMIIM B HBOTO TaK, K y HAC FPaloTh Ha
Becit. Txanu Ha KOHAX i GaHIYPUCTH 3 BENUKHMH OAaHAypaMH Hepej
c00010, a ManbLUSIMH BOJWIM IO CTPYHAX TO MIBUAEHBKO, TO CIIPOKBOJIA. A
BCi T'paJid B OJIMH pas3, i Xxo4 ix Oyio Oararo, ABaalsTh — TPHILUSATH, 3
IHCTpYMeEHTiB Buxouia oua micHs. Ce Oyna auBHa My3uka. Yacom rpanu
TaK CYMHO, TaK Hi’KHO, 1[0 &% OLJIb CepIie CTUCKAB 1 XOTLIOCS TUIAKaTH; TO
3HOB TOYMHAIM BeCeJ0l, TOJOCHOI, IO aX MOJIsI TOMOHIIH, a BiAroioc
imoB cBiTamMu. I TyXHO cTaBayio Bif cei My3UKH, i paJicHO. A KO3aKH B
OJIVH T'0JIOC CITiBaJIM MPEKPACHY MiCHIO:

Oif, HeMae nyJde, Ta HeMae Kparie,
Sk y Hac Ha BkpaiHi,

Oif, HeMae nsixa Ta HeMae NaHa, —
He Oyne i3MiHH...

3a My3HKaMH iXalo Ko3albKe Bifichko. [Xann Ko3aku B psax, pisHUMHU
BiJ1isIaMu 31 cTapiinHO0. JlecsaTh Ko3akiB — TO OyB JAECATOK, a KOJIO HUX
ixaB oramaH. CTO K03aKiB — ce OyJyia COTHs, a CTapIiuM OyB COTHUK, 1 BiH
ixaB nepen cBoiM BijainoM. Tucsda Ko3akiB — ce OyB IOJIK, & CTApIIXHOIO
OyB HOJIKOBHUK; aJie B A€AKHX IOJIKax OyJio i Oijblie K03aKiB, MEBHO, IO
KiJibKa TUCsY. Tak TOBOPWIIM JIFOAH, 3BIAKHUCH BXe AoBinamucs. KoxxHuii
CTapliMHA MaB BiJ3HAKy CBO€i BJACTi: MOJKOBHUKM Majld 30JI0YEHI



OynaBY, COTHUKM TpUMaJX B pyKax MEHII OylaBW, MipHadi, a OTaMaHU
MaJId TPOCTi Nayuii, TUIbKK Jesiki Oynu 3 OynaBamu. KoxkHuil Bimnin
KO3aKiB MaB CBill 3HaK: JECATKM Majid MaJli Ipamnopii, a Ha3uBaJd iX
«3HauKaMM»; COTHI Mayiy OulbIIi Ipanopy; a HaiOuIbii i HalrapHimi
Oynu monkoBi xopyreu. Kosampki mpamopu OyiH pi3HOT KpacKu: JesiKi
YEepBOHI, IHIII CHHI, IIe IHII — >XOBTi. ['apHO OyJ0 AMBHUTHUCS, SK Ti
XOPYTBH Masild HaJ| BIHCbKOM, HEMOB JICTUIH TOPOIO SKICh JTUBHI NTHIII.
JlexoJu BiTep BiAKPUBAB LI MPanop, i MOXHA OyJI0 JOTJISTHYTH, IO Ha
HIM HamayiboBaHO. Ha KoOXHiIM mparopi OyB IHIIMWA 3HAK: TYT aHren 3
MEYeM B PYIli, TaM XpeCT, TaM 3HOB XPECT HaJ MiBMicslEeM; Je-iHIe
HaMaJIbOBaHO KO3aKa 3 PYLIHUIEIO Yepe3 IJIedi; TO 3HOB PYKY 3 MeueM,
a00 sSIKOroch 3Bipa, a00 NTHIl0. [[OBOPHIH JIFOH, 1110 CE 3HAKH Pi3HUX MiCT
1 TOBITIB, 3 SKMX NpUinUIM Ko3aku. Kozaku Oyiau B pi3HHX opsrax,
Hai6inblIe Maau Ha coOi CHHI 1 4epBOHI JKyIaHH, a Ha ToJI0BaX BENUKI
manky. Aje aeski Oynau B 3aIi3HUX 30pysX, HaHIUPaX, a AK IXauu, 3a1i30
JI3BEHLI0 TIIyXUM rosiocoM. Opysxoxs MaJli BCULIKe: CTPLIbOU 1 pylIHuULi,
11abJti, MCTONETH; AesiKi BTN MaJld B pyKaX JIOBTI CIUCH, JIepeB'sHi i3
3aJTI3HUMH KIHIISIMH, 1HII OYIH 3 JTyKaMu 4epes3 IJieyi.

Kozanpka KiHHOTa ixana Ta ixana 6e3 KiHus. S mo4yaB OyB YMCIHTH,
CKIJIbKH TX OyJie, aje 30UBCs 3 paxyHKy 1 He Mir gounciuTucs. [lo3any 3a
KO’KHHM TOJIKOM BE3JH BiliChbKOBI rapmati. Ce Oy TSXKKi, BEIUKI ITYKA
3 IMMPOKUMHU YOPHUMH THpJIaMU, — a) MOPO3 iII0B 10 LIKipi, K Ha HUX
TUBHUTHUCS. 3a rapMaTaMH iXaju JOBIi BO3U 3 BIICHKOBHUMHM IPHIIACAMU;
BE3JIM KyJli, HOPOX Y 3ali3HUX CKPHUHSX, BCSKI Xapuli — MYyKy, cyxapi,
cymeHe M'aco i puOy 1 Besiki iHII MOTPiOHI pedi.

JluBuBcCH s Ha ce, axx oui Ooninu. 3a0yB Npo LiNuii CBIT, a TINBKU CUIIB
Ha MOIl 4epelHi Ta MIAAiB, K iTyTh K03aKu. A MiIIHIIIN 10 MEHE TaTo
Ta i kaxyTb: «Imu Bxe, Bacunbky, 10 xaTu, Bke 3axizx coHus Oyzae, Tpeda
Xyn00y THATH JIOIOMY 3 MACOBUChKa». AX TOJIi Harajaas st co0i, mo Tpeda
BEpTATHUCS; BXKe i ICTH XOTUIOCs, 00 5 HE MONYIHYBaB HHHI. A BCe-Takd
Kajb OYyJIO KHIATH YepelIHio. AJle TaTo 3HOB 3arOBOPHJIM A0 MEHe, 1 5
MmycuB 31i3TH. Llle TUBUBCS XBIIMHY Ha KO3aIlbKe BilfiCbKO; aje KO3aKiB
Oyno 0e3 umcIia, Bce TXamu HOBI AECATKH, COTHI 1 monku. I s mimoB, He
YeKalouM, KOJMM BOHM BCi mepelayrb. Kazamu mroau, mio Kinbka JHIB
OyAyTh NMEPEXOAUTH. ..

CkinunB Bacuib omoBiiaHHs, a XJIOMII i€ CIyXainu O; HE MOIIH
HaCIIyXaTUCs PO KO3aKiB.

— Kynu x ine ce Bilicbko ko3anpke?

— A nin JIpBiB MaroTh iTH Ko3aku. Mimanu y JIbBOBI HE XOTilH
MOCITyXaTH HakKa3y reTbMaHa XMeJIbHUIBKOTO I TPUMAIOTh 3 MOJbCHKUMU
[MaHaMU; TeThbMaH BeJe BIMCHKO HA HHUX, a IOTIM Hije Ie Jajl, aX Ha
BapuiaBy, BOIOBaTH KOPOJISL.



— Yomy 51 He 6auuB KO3aKiB, — 3iTXaB Jlech, — rapHi k BOHU MyCSThb
OyTH, rapHi...

— A 1 3apa3 mimoB Ou [0 KO3allbKOIo BifichbKa, SIKOU TUIBKM MEHE
B3sUTH, — roBOpuB Muxainko ONiliHUK.

— Ta ne 6 TeGe B3su, — cMisiBes IBanko YopHuii, — Haio iM Teoe,
ix i Tak Oararo...

— A 3Haete, — nepeOuB oMy Bacuibko, — /10 KO3aI[bKOTO BiliChKa
KO’)KHOMY MO’KHa HTH; KO3aKM — C€ TaKi caMi JIFOJH, K B HAIIIM cei,
TIJIBKM HE XOYYThb CJIyXaTH TaHa i He poOnars nmaHmuHd. J[o Biiicbka
NPUIAMAIOTh KOXHOTO, XTO 3aX04e 10 HHMX HpUCTynuTu. IlapyOku 3
HAIIOTO CeJla TOBOPWIIM, IO MiIyTh 3 Ko3akaMu; s 4yB, Imo Ilanac
[IymHuit BKeE KO3aKYE...

— Ot 8K, — JAWMBYBaJHMCS XJIOMNI, — KOXHOMY MOXHa OYyTH
KO3aKOM...

— To s Tako3 M03y OyTH K03aKOM? — NUTaB LiKaBUH [ puIlyHbO.

— A 10 OyB O0u ko3ak! — cmisutucs xionmi. — Tu, ['puiyHto, e
MaJICHbKHH, KO3aKH BEJIUKUX MPUHMAIOTh.

— 51 Tako3 Benukuid, — THiBaBca [ pUIlyHBO, — MEHI B3¢ BICIM

POKIB...

Xoommi cMisUTHCS Ta OTYTKYBaJIH 1 He 3ayBaXKHJIH, 010 Bacuibko Hapas
YOToCh JIyXe 3ayMaBcs. Ak MHUXaJKo 3aluTaBcs:

— o T061, Bacumnio?

Bacuiibko MoB4aB; asie 3HaTu 0yI10, IO XOU€ 1[0Ch TOBOPUTH; HEHAYE
GopoBcs cam 3 coOor0. Hapas ckazaB TpEMTAYHM TOJIOCOM, ajie TOJIOCHO 1
BUPA3HO:

— A Moxe, i MU cTanu Ou Ko3akamu?

XJomii 3aMOBKIIM, HEMOB OCTOBITUIH. Hapas kpukHyB Muxainko:

— CmnasHo! bynemo xo3akamu!

— CnaBHo, cimaBHO! — kpuyanu Bci xuommi. — IlizeMo BOrOBaTH
pas3om 3 Ko3akamu!

— Aune sik ce 3pobutn? Konu migemo?

— Xomim 3apa3! lo ko3akiB! — kinkaB HeTeprenuBuii Jlecs.

— S cijaro Ha KOHS 1 TIOiAY B OJIHY XBHJIFO, — Bijli3BaBcs [BaHKO.

— 51 Tinbku XynoOy 3axkeHy nogomy, — roopus Ctenan Benuxuii.

Po3novanacs xuBa ryTipka MK OXOUYMMH XJIONISIMH; OJAWH KpU4YaB
yepe3 JApPYyroro, a KOXKHUU paauB CBO€. Bacuib cTosiB 3amymaHuii, He
TOBOPUB HIYOT0. A XJIOMILI JEI0 BTUXOMUPUINCS, CKa3aB CIIOKIHHO:

— Tpeba Ham n0Ope mogyMaTH, o MaeMo poOouTH. Tak, sSIK MU TYT €,
HE MOXXEMO iTH JI0 Bilicbka. XTO XOYe€ iTH JI0 KO3aKiB, MyCHTh J100pe
MPUTOTYBATUCS, B3STH 3 COOOI0 OPYKXKsI, Xapy, BCe, 4oro Tpeda y BilCHKY.
Biiina He 3a6aBa.



— IIlo x maemo pobuth, Bacuibky? — nepebus Jlech, a e ax
ropizo HoMy 3 LiKaBOCTI.

— Humi Bxe mi3HO, Tpeba rHaTH Xyn00y nonoMy, 60 Bedopie. Ane
3aBTpa paHKOM, SK TUIbKM CTaHE CBITAaTH, 3iiiieMocs 3HOB TYT Ha
MACOBUCHKY 1 3poOuMo pany. Tpeba HaM BIOPSAAKYBATHCS MO-KO3aIbKH,
BUOpaTH cTapiiuHy i moadaru mpo 30poro. KoxHuii Hexait Bi3bMe 3 XaTn
OpYXOKs, K€ XTO Ma€, — 3 TOJMMH pyKaMH 10 BifiCbka HE MiJeMo.
MycuMo MaTH, 3 YUM HOKa3aTUCS.

— S maro B Xari IyK, Bi3bMY BiJ] Byiika, — KIHKHYB CtedaHKo.

— VY Hac B XaTi € PyLIHHUII, ajle He 3Hal0, YU TaTo M03BOJIATH... Xiba

Tak 3a0epy... — rosopus Jleck.
— Sl 3majpky cnMc, Takuil TOBrUi i rocTpuif, — ka3as [BaHKoO.
— A s mpuTacKalo Take JUBO, SKOT'0 B I1e He 0auuiIi...— PO3Ka3yBaB

Ocranko Bapenunsa. — TinbKy He 3HAI0, 4X CaM J1aM paiy...
— o take? llo Take?
— He ckaxy, 3aBTpa nmobauure!
— A Miif IiI0 MarTh TaKy BEJIHMKY-BEIHUIIC3HY MHAIOry, TO s 1i

npuHecy, — TOBOpHB ToOBaxHO ['pumb. — Hanskaerecs Bci, Taka
CTpaIlICHHA.
— Jlobpe, mobpe! — cmisimes xsonmi. — [lobaunmo 3aBTpa.

Panenpko OyneMo Ha TaCOBUCHKY, 3p0OMMO pajy.
— CraneMo ko3akamu! — rykHyB Bacuis.
— CnasHo, cnaBHo! Bynemo ko3akamu!

HacrynHoro nHs paHok OyB XononHMi, ociHHiH. Mpska crana
omajaTW Ha 3EMJI0, TpaBa BKpUIacs pACHOI pocoro. CoHle Bxke
miiHecIocs Ha He0o, 3aMoBiaBCs FapHUM, MTOTIAHUHN JICHb.

Ha macoBuceky Bxe 4ekaB Bacunbko. Belogu OyB mepumii 1 Temep
TaKOX MPUHIIOB Haknepiuii 3 ycix ToBapumis. [Ipubpascs, Sk Ha CBSTO.
XT0 monepenHsoro aHsI 6adnB Bacwisi, HUHI He Jerko OW HOro mi3HaB.
Buopa OyB BiH 6ocwuii, B 00JepTiii CBUTHHI, B CTapiM Kameiroci, — HUHI
OJISITHYB YUCTEHBKY COPOUKY, B35IB HOBHH CIpsIK, Ha TOJIOBY HACAIUB TapHY
YOpHY INANKy, a 900OTH BHCOKI 3 XaJlsBaMU @)X CBITHIIHCS JO COHIL.
BurisimaB He SK YOTHPHAOISTWIITHIN XJIONeNb, aie sK JOPOCIHH
napyOoK. AJle HaliIMBHINIA pid ce Oyno Te, IO BiX Mosica BUCiIa HOMy
mabyisi, — TMpaBIuBa BOsbKAa Ina0iroka. 3BinkM Bacuib B3sSB Taky
mryky? Ce Oyna noBra icropisi. Bacuib 3Hai1IoB ii 11e nepen pokom Jiech
il MITUXJTPOM: pa3 BiH KOMAaB HA TYMHI PiB, 1100 CIIyCTHUTH BOJY 3-TiJ
XaT, 1 HecroJliBaHO HaauOaB crtape 3amizo. [llabmoka Bke 3apxkaBina,
MOYOPHIJA, B ACIKAX MICIsX Oyna BuiepOIieHa, ane Bacuibko B3siBCs 10



Hel 3 BENMKHM 3aB3STTSAM, YUCTUB Ii KUIbKa TOJAWH, MOTIM T'OCTPUB Ha
KaMEHI0, 1 HapewTi mabis BUIJsgana K HoBa. B xaTi BCi nuByBajmcs,
3BiJIKM B3sJ1acs Ta 11a0JIsl HA TYMHI, aJjie HIXTO HE BMiB ChOTO TIOSICHUTH. B
KiHIi no6auuB ii BacuniB nino, Credan; BiH ax CIUNICCHYB PYKaMH, KOJIA
Bacunbko mokazaB oMy miaOiioKy, — B OYax CTald HOMY CIBO3H.
«[Tam'sTaro s cro mabmo, nam'staro! — kaszas, yruparoun juie. — e
OyB 51 MAJICHBKOIO JAUTHHOIO, SIK BHCiJIa BOHA y HAC B XaTi Ha MOKYTI, Ha
MoYecHIM Micii. Sk mpuUXoAnsIo BelHMKe cBiTO, BemukaeHns abo Pizaso,
TOJII Mill TiJI0-TIOKIHHUK MTPUITOSICYBAJIH 11 10 OOKY 1 TaK ilUIM 10 [EPKBH.
Oi1, 1oOpi ce Oynu yacu! He Oyio mie Toni y Hac maHa B celli, — BCi MH
Oynu piBHi, BCi Oy/nM maHaMu Ta ¥ BCI MOINIM HOCUTH mabni. Mu manu
JIaBHI MpaBa, BOJILHOCTI 1Ie BiJ| KHs3s JIbBa 1 MaHIIMHU HE poOwin. Aje
mi3Hime Bce 3MiHWIocsA. [lam'staro, sSIK OIHOrO pa3y Hamajad Ha Halle
o0iiicTs sikich moau, OyB BEMUKHN KpHUK, METYIIHS, — c€ IpHixaiu
CIIY’)KKH CTapOCTH 3 MiCTa BUTaHATH MOTO Jijia Ha poOOTY, HA MaHCHKHIA
naH. CTapeHbKHUH JTiyCh BXOIHMBCS 3a IIA0JII0, XOTIiB OOPOHUTHCS, aje
KOTPHICh MOCINaka 3aMaxHyBCsl Ha HHOT'O COKHPOIO 1 110 BHAIK MEpPTBI
Ha 3eMJIr0... ['0/1i Hala xaTa rmoropina, a 6aTbKO BiJI TOTO Yacy BXKE XOJIUB
Ha maHmuHy. JlimoBa 1mrabis Tomi Jech mpomana, — OT, aX HUHI
BifgHalacs... Hama maBHs, gopora ma6moka...» OTak OMoBifaB Iijo
Credan Bacuieri npo mabiro ioro nparnpasijaa.

Bacunp 3 jxaneM ciyxaB cyMHoi ictopii. 1l1abns crana Biarenep ans
HBOTO JIOPOTOI0 NaM'ATKOI0, BiH Oepir Il MUJIBHO 1 XOBaB Yy BEIMKIM
MOBaXaHHIO. A B INMOMHI IyIli MpisSB NIpO ce, IO KOJHUCh 3MOXKeE
npumnosicaTd ii 10 OOKy, MiTH Ha BiliHy IMPOTH IHOOHUTEINIB 1 MOMCTUTU
CMepTh mpampajiza. BumpisHa XxBuis npuiiia gyxe cKopo, — KO3aK{
novyany BilHY 3 TONsSKaMu, a Bacwibko MIr craTd BOSKOM 1 B3STH
mabiroKy 3 co00to.

CoHlle TigHOCWIOCS BHIIE. Bacuip Bxke OyB HETEPIENUBHMA, LIO
TOBapUILiB TaK OBrO HEMa, — ajie BKIiHI M0 OZHOMY, IO JABOX MOYaJH
npuxoauTH. Bei ornspany nikaBo BacuieBy ma0imto, KOXKHHNA IUBYBaBCS,
00 He OayuiM IIe TaKoi JUBHOI, KpyTol NIa0itoKu; Bacuib jecsath pasiB
MYCHB OIOBigaTH ii iCTOpil0. AJie KOXHHI XBaJHBCS TaKOX CBOIM
OpYXOKSIM, SIKE TIPUHIC 3 XaTH.

— JuBitbcs, — kazaB CredaHko, — SKUH JIyK S po3a00yB.
IIpaBauBmii Tatapchkuii Tyk! Milt ByHKO Ky HOTo TOPiK Ha sIpMapKy
BiJI SIKOTOCH 3aX00ro Kymnil. Ce Joporuii Iyk. A TUBITHCH, SIK CTpise!

CredaHKko HacaauB CTPiLy, HATATHYB, 1 31 CBUCTOM IIOJIETiNa CTpina
BHCOKO TIiJ XMapu. Brana manexo Ha mMacoBHCHKY, a KOTPHHCH XJIOIELb
no6ir i npuHecTH. XJIOMLI OJUH IO APYTiM Opaiu JIyK B PYKH, 1 KOKHUI



YyayBaBCs, WO JyK 3po0jeHui 3 SKOICh THYYKOi KOCTi; KOXKHMH 3 HHUX
6aduB BXXe JIYKH, aJic BOHH Oy/H 3BHYAiHO 3 nepesa.

IBanKO Moka3yBaB CBiil ciuc, sikuii cam co6i 31a1uB; ce OyB 1yOoBUii
JIPIOYOK, a Ha KIiHIl HACA/PKEHO CTape 3aji3He BICTps; cnuc OyB Jyxke
JIOBrHi, 1 IBaHKO HOCHB #oro roppo Ha pameHi. Jlechb NMpHHIC BEIUKY,
TSOKKY PYIIHHIO; CTpibba Oylia Be cTapa, ajie CTpuisia e noope, i
YKUBAJH 11 4acTO Ha JIOBaX Ha rpyOIly 3BipUHY.

— S nense Buwic 1i 3 xatn, — omnosigas Jlecs. — Taro He Jal0TH MEHI
CTPINBOM 10 pyK, 00 KaXyTh, 5 IIe MaNHWi; ane s po3Ka3aB CTapIIOMY
OparoBi, 110 MeHi Tpeba KOHEYHO CTPiNbOM, 1 BiH MEHI JaB PYLIHHUIIO.
Tara He Oy10 B Xati, Opat 00iLsB cka3aTH OAaTbKOBI, SIK BEPHYThCS.

IMokazyBanu I iHIII XJIOMNL KOXKHUI cBolo 30poto. Cell mpuHic Tomip,
TaMTOH COKMpY, iHIIUI Buia, Ie iHMMH JOOpHH IPIOYOK, OKOBaHHMH
3asti3oM. Jlesiki TATHYyIM 32 c000r0 OYYKH, KOJIM, — IO XTO MaB. AJle Hi B
Koro He 0yJ10 Takoro Jo6poro opyxxs, sk y Bacuns, Credana Ta Jlecs.

Hapermri  mpu6ir 1 Ipunynpo. XJiomunHa ax — 3aJHXaBcs,
PO3UEpPBOHIBCS IIUTHIT 1 371a7IeKa BXKE KITHKAB:

— JIuBITBCS, OUBITHCS, SIKA B MEHE BEIHIIEHHA Iamrora. XJIOMmIi 3i
CMIXOM OTJISATH TPYOY, TSHKKY MANHUITO.

— Amny, 3Mipsiiics, ['puilyHIo, 3 CBOEIO MAIHUIICIO: XTO OUIBIINN — TH
YU AU ?

— He xony, — o0ypuscst I'puiryHbo, — BH cMieTecs 3 MEHe, K 3
MaJjoi JUTHHH!

— Hi, Hi, ['punyHro, TH He Mana IUTHHA, a BEJIMKHUH XJIOMELH!
3Mipsiics!..

— Hacuny nocrasuinu I'puityHs Koo nanuui, — nanuig Oyia goope
BUIIIA BiJl 3aB3STOTO XJIOMYHKa!

— Sk Tv 3 Hero Oyzem XOIUTH? — CMISUTHCS XJIOTIII.

— SIkoch B3e Oyny! — ka3zaB ['punyHpo. — Bi3bMmy ii Ha muiemi, sik
PYCHHIIIO. ..

Xnomii me Oymu 6 OaBuimcs ['pumyHeM, ajne Hapa3 KOTPHUICH
KPUKHYB:

— Jusitbcst, auBiThest! OcTanko TArHE 3 c000I0 sSKUiich Bi3! — Bci

nycTuiics Oirtu HampoTu. J{uBHuit Buj nodauynnu. Ocranko Bapenwuis
3anpsir cede B IUICHO 1 TATHYB 32 COO0I0 HEBEIMKHIA BO3UK; & II00IY HBOTO B
Jpyry 1uiero OyB 3anpsbKeHUH BeJIMKUE yopHud KyiaTuii ec! Icuckko,
MaOyThb, HE MPUBUK XOJIUTH 3 BO30M, 0O KH/IABCS Ha BCi CTOPOHH 1 XOTIB
noOytucst Ha Boio. Ane OCTanKo OJHOIO0 PYKOIO MPUTPUMYBAB Horo 3a
Kydepi, 1 mec MyCHB TATHYTH BO3HWK. [Ipuckoumnn xjomnii Ommxde
JUBHUTHUCS, 110 € HA BO3UKY.
— o take Bezem, Ocranky?



A>K KpUKHYNH BCl, SIK IOIIAHYNX Ha Bi3. IToOauuiy TyT Many 3aii3Hy
rapmary.

— Hemapma roBopuB Buopa, Imo mnpuBese auBHe muBo! I'apmary
npuBi3! Kozaneky mymiky! 3Bigku v i B3sB, Ocrarne?

Cranu Kpyrom i nmovyanu ormsiaaté mymky. Ce Oyna HeBenuKa IITyKa,
TPOXH JIOBIIIA, SIK PyKa JIOPOCIIOro YO0JIOBiKa, ajie rpyoa i mpoka. HaBith
He OyJia ce mpaB/MBa rapMaTka, — He MOKHA OyJIO CTPINIATH 3 Hel KyJISIMH,
a TUTbKY CTPIJISITH 3 He MOPOXOoM Ha BenukaeHs.

— A ce X TOW MO3Iip, 3 SIKOTO MHU CTPUISUIM B CBATa, — CKa3aB
KOTpHUIich Xyomnelpb. — Sk Tu #oro 1o0yB 3-Iia A3BiHULI?
— 3naere, — roBopuB Ocranko, — Mili ByHKO CTOPOXXYE KOJIO

LEpKBM BHOYI 1 Mae Kitodi Bia A3BiHumi. S iM ckasaB, mo MeHi Tpeda
nymky, 60 MM HWaeMo 10 BilichKa, 1 Byiiko Buaanu MeHi moznip. Lle i
MOXBAJIWIIM HAC, KaXyTh: «Moyoaui XJIOMI, MiIeMO pa3oM BOKOBATH
BOPOTiBy». Byiiko Tex Xo4yTb iTH 3 Ko3akamu. OT i s B3sIB IymIKy. AJe
caMOMYy TSKKO OyJIO TSATHYTH Bi30K, Ta ¥ s 3ampsr Hamoro bocoro, mio6
MEHI TiomMaragn. AJie TibTS#-TIeC 1[Iy TOpOTY XOTiB BTIKaTH. XOTIB 5 B3SITH
Horo 1o BilickKa, aje HisK HE TOIUTHCS...

Ocran po3B's3aB 1wiei, a bocuit Tinbkku cXoBaB XBICT mij cebe Ta i B
Horu! ['pUIlyHFO MYCTHB 32 HUM NaJHLE0, aje He MIl Ha3IOTHATH; TO.1
KUHYB 32 HUM TPYJIKOIO 3eMJIi 1 KPUKHYB:

— Tpyc, Tpyc!..
v

Hapemri 3ifiuuncs Bei xjonmi. bynmo ix Oararo, Oinbmie, sk
norepeaHbporo AHg, 00 mpo 300pu IoBinasocs Maio He miBcena. Mai
KO3aKH KIIMKaJIM Ha NMACOBUCHKO BCIX CYCiiB, i pa3oM 3i0painocs Oinblie
SIK TPUILATB XJIOMLIB. BCiM CBITHITUCS 04l Biji pafiocTi, BCi HETEPIEIMBO
yeKaiu, o Aaii oyze.

Bacuipko BUCTYIIUB Hamepes i TyKHYB TOJIOCHAM TOJIOCOM:

— ITanose monoaui! Bynemo paxy paguru!

Xoonmi 3aMeTYIIMINCS 1 MOYald THUCHYTUCS A0 Bacwis; KoXHHA
XOTIB CTOSITH SIKHAWONIDK4e, MO0 J00pe 4yTH, MO OYyAyTh FOBOPHTH.
Arne Bacuib ka3aB iM pO3CTYIHUTHUCS:

— [lo 3anopo3bkomMy 3BHUar0 Tpeba HAM CTaBaTH B BEIMKEE KOJIO, a
TOJIi KOYKHHI KO3aK YyTUME KOKHEE CIIOBO.

Po3crynuimcst ko3aku 1 cTanu KpyroM OoBKona Bacuins; kpyr Oys
HIMPOKHUH, ajie KOXKHHUI MIr 100pe 0auuTH 1 4yTH TPOMOBY.

Toni Bacunb 3HSB 3 TONOBH CBOIO BHCOKY INANKYy, BKJIOHUBCS
HU3EHBKO TOBAPUCTBY Ha BCi CTOPOHH 1 [TOYaB TOBOPUTH:



— ITanoBe monoaui! 3axymanu Mu B4Opa BEJIUKE JI1J10, @ HUHI MaEMO
foro BukoHary. Ilpuilnm 10 Hac 3 jajekoi CTOPOHM Hami Opatu
3aMopoXKI, 100 BUCBOOOTUTH HAC 3 TSXKKOI HEBOJI, MPHUBEPHYTH HAM
Boiro 1 mactd. ['ersman borgan XMeapHUIEKHI KIMYe HAC BCIX, I[00 MH
WM pa3oM 3 HUM BOIOBaTH BOpOTiB. [0 KO3aKiB iIyTh BCi, XTO TiIBKA
MOJKe, — Hallli 0aThKH, Aiau, crapiri opatu. [Timemo i mu, Monoai! Moxe,
MH II€ HeNpuAaTHI 10 Biificbka, MOXKE, HE MAaEMO CHIH IO TSDKKOI
BIICHKOBOT CITyO0H, ajie MaeMO JOOpY 0XOTY 1 pOOUTHMEMO BCE, 10 YOTO
HAC 3acTaBNiATh. MU MOJIOJII, ajie TOTOB1 BiaTH Ha CIYX0y BITYHM3HI BCe
Hallle JXKUTTS, a K Oyae Tpeba, TO W cMepTh NpuiiMeMo ajst 1oOpa
VYkpainu... Bei minemo 10 xo3anskoro Biliceka! I'oastecs Bci?

— Bei, Bci! — kpuuanu xsomnii.

— Jlo 3anopoxuiB, 10 KO3aKiB!

— ITizemo BoroBatu Bopora!

— Bynemo ciyxuru xo3akam!

— S BMilO TMOBOAMTHCS 31 CTPUIBOOI, OYAy YHUCTUTH KO3aIbKY
36poro, — xBanuBcs Jlech.

— 1 Oyny xoHeW MWIBHYBaTH, Ha HiY BOAWTH Ha MAaCOBUCHKO, —
rosopuB [lerpycs Kapnenxo.

— 51 BMitO pOOHTH CIIHCH, MO, KO3aKaM NoTpeda, — Ka3aB [BaHKoO.

— A s BXKe JHIIycsl IPU MOTi rapMmari, CTaHy ITyIIKapeMm, — TBEPIO
cka3as Ocran Bapenuns.

— A s Oyay BOIOBaTH 3 MO€I0 MNAJIUIIEI0, — IOBaKHO 3asBUB
I'punynso.

I'amip OyB Takwuii, o0 Bacwib eBe BTUXOMUPHUB MOJIOJUX KO3aKiB.

— IManoBe momomui! — roeopuB nani. — Tpeba Ham BHOpaTH

CTaplLIMHY, 1100 HaMm HpoBojawiIa. € Hac OublIe SK TPUALATH, MOXKEMO
MaTH BIaCHHH KypiHb.

— Cuo 10 Take KypiHb? — NMUTAaB LiKaBUH [ pUIYHBO.

— T-cc, Tux0, HE IepeduBail, — 3aroMOHUIH XJIOTIIII.

— Kypinp — ce xara, B sKili MeNIKalOTh KO3aku, 30ymoBaHa 3
XBOPOCTY, a BKpuTa odepeToM. Ko>kHUMI KypiHb Ma€ CBOTO CTapIIOro,
oramana. Tpeba i HaM BHOpaTH CTapIIOro, IOOH HaM Y BCIM IPOBOJIHB.
CKaxiTh, KOTO X04eTe OTaMaHOM MaTH?

— Twu, Bacuiro, Oyas HaM OTaMaHOM, TH T104aB Hallle 110, BEAH HOTO
W nani, — cka3zaB Bapenuus.

— Tak, Tak! CnaBHo! Bacunp Oyne Ham crapmum! Bacuip Oyne
oTaMaHOM! — KJIIMKaJIM BCI XJIOMI.

Bacuip 3HOB 3HSB IIANKY 1 HOKIOHUBCS TOBapHUIIaM:



— Cnasne ToBapuctso! ITanose monoaui! JsKyro BaM 3a 4eCThb, KOO
BU MEHE HaAUIMIM, a sKoi s HemocToiHumi. Komm Bce TOBapuCTBO
OJTHOZYIIHO X0ue€, 1100 51 OyB 0OTaMaHOM, — IpuiiMaro yps.

ITo Tux cnoBax BiAmosicaB Bij OOKy I1a0IIt0, MiIHIC 11 TOTOPH 1 CKa3aB
TI0 3aIIOPO3bKOMY 3BHYAIO TOBAKHUM T'OJIOCOM:

— Orcs wabsst Oyae 1oOpUM Ha Haropojay, a JINXUM — Ha Kapy. A s
HE 3JI0KY ii, TIOKM HE MOMCTHMO HAIlOi KPHBIW 1 HE 37400yAeMo BOJI
VYkpaiHi.

— Mu Bci niziemMo 3 T00010, BCi MOJIOKMMO I'OJIOBH 3a HAIlly BITUM3HY!
— OJIHOJYIIHO 3arOMOHIIM BCi XJIOMII.

Bci Oynu 3BOpyIIEHI CE0 BEJHKOK XBHJIMHOIO; BCI pPO3YyMiNH, sKe
Ba)X/IUBE JIUI0 NOYMHAIOTh. He ogHOMYy ciibo3u cranu B ouax; Bacunesi
TOJIOC JJPUKaB 31 3BOPYLICHHS.

— Ilanose mononui, — kazaB Bacwis 1o xBuili, — Tenep BUOGepeMo
Ie iHIIYy CTapUIMHY, 00 pa3oM 3 OTaMaHOM HAIIMMH JiJIaAMU PSIWIIA.
Hanepen Tpeba Ham matu mmcaps, mo0 NMHUChbMa Bifl HAIIOTO KypEeHS
TIHCaB...

— Ilucapem Hexait 6yne Muxanko J[sdeHKo, BiH rapHO MHIIIE. ..

Jsraenko OyB HEBEIHMKHUI XJIOELb, 3 KyIepsiBUM BOJIOCCSM; SIK ITOYYB,
110 H0T0 BUOMPAIOTH MUCAapeM, K IOCMIXHYBCS 13 3aJ0BOJICHHSIM: BiH OYB
CHHOM JIsiKa Ta 31 BCiX XJIOMILIB B CeJli MMcaB HaUTapHilIe.

— Jlani notpiGHUIT HaM XOPYH>KHH, 00 HOCHUB HAIIl MPAIIoP.

— 3Biaku x Bi3bMeMo npanop? He Maemo Hiskoro...

— Sk migeMo [0 KO3aKkiB, JICTaHEMO XOpYIBY, IIPaBAMBY,
3aropo3bKy, — MOsCHUB Bacuib.

— Moxe, gicraHemMo Takox TpyOy i TapabaH, OymemMo maru wie
TpyOaua i 1oBOyIIA.

— Ilina my3uka Oyme! — ckazaB pagicHo Jlech, MO Ayxe JIFOOHB
CITyXaTH MY3UKH.

— B ko3aupkiM BIiliCbKy € Ime 0arato IiHIIMX YpSIOiB: 0003HUIT
NWIBHYE TabOpy, CyIus CYAWTh KO3aIlbKi CIIPaBH, OCABYJIH PO3BO3SThH
HaKa3W CTapIIMHH, ITyIIKap Ma€ HAIA] HaJ rapMataMu. MU MOXeMO
BUOpaTu co0i TaKOXK TaKy CTapIINHY.

Xyonmi Iyxe pO3LIKaBWINCA OO KO3aLbKOro Bilickka 1 Oaxkanu
BUOpaTH sAKHaWOiIbIIe cTapmux. Majo He NpHUHNUIO 00 cBapku, 00
KOKHMH XOTIB MaTH SKMHCH ypsia. Bacuibko sKOCh 3yMiB HOTOIUTH
XJIOMNIIB; PIlIMIM, W0 Temep BHOEPYTh TIMBKM mUcaps X0 IOMOYi
0TaMaHOBI, a iHITy CTapIIMHY BCTAHOBJLATS Mi3Hime. Bei Ha ce 3roannucs,
— TIUABKU OJUH Manuil I'pUllyHbO HiSK HE XOTiB BCTYHIUTHUCS: 3a0akaB
co0i, mo06 oMy Janu sSKUMCh ypsn, 1 3auaB TipKO IIaKaTH, KOJU Homy
cKa3any, 1o Oilbllle ypsAAHUKIB He BUOepyTh. Bei cMisuiucs 3 HbOro Ta
TOJKYBalIX HoMy, SIK BMiNM, ajne I'pulyHbO IUIakaB wie Oinblie i HIiYMIX



ciliB He XOTiB cimyxatu. Hapemri, mo6 iforo Bruxomupuru, Bacunb
CKa3aB:

— Cnyxaii, I'puriyHio, sik Oyel akaTtu, My Te0e 10 Hallloro KypeHs
He mnpuiiMemo, 00 HaMm IUIakciB He Tpeba. A sK Oynmemr 4eMHHH i
HepecTaHell IUIaKaTH, 3po0io Tebe MOIM OTaMaHChKUM 4yporo: Oyneit
HOCHUTH 3a MHOWO Ia0iio, MUIbHYBaTU MOTO KOHS Ta poOUTH Bce, IO
po6ATh BilichkoBi uypu. loOpe?

— Jlobpe, — cka3aB kpi3p cibo3u I'puinyHbo. — S B3e He Oymy
IUIAKCOI0, 51 XOIy OyTH BiliCbKOBUM LIypOIO.

Ta # 3a xBunuHy I'pUIlYHBO BJKE BECENIO CMisBCA Ta Iepen ycima
XBaJIMBCS, SIKUI TO BiH BEJIMKUHA ypsi/ Mae...

Otak ckiHuyunucst BubGopu crapmuHu. CoHIle BXe IINUIO BHCOKO, a
XJIOTIII BCE M€ PAJMIIN, BCE TOBOPUIIU TPO Te, IO iM Jaii poOuTH.

KoxHuil MaB CBOIO yMKY 1 XOTiB, 1100 TOBapHII HOTO BHCITyXaJu:
KOXKHUIT Oa)kaB JaTh CBOIO MOpajy B Takiii BaxkmuBiit cmpasi. Cepen
raps4o1l pO3MOBH 1 MAIKUX CIIOPIiB YaC MHUHAB HETTOMITHO.

He 3ayBakuiin MOJIOIi KO3aKH, 1[0 THUM YacOM IIiJT CeJIO TiA'TXaB Biain
SKOTOCh Bilichbka. YacTWHa T3ALIB 3ajaeprkanmacs Mg JicoM, a KiIbKOX
MYCTHJIOCS iXaTH Ha TMACOBHCHKO. XJIOMIN CHepeyaucsl 3aB35ATO, KOJIU
Hapas NovyJId 3a IJIeYMa 3BYYHHHI TroJoc:

— Hap yum tak pagure, Xaommi?

Hamri ko3aku, X04 siKi BiZIB&XKHI OyJH, a)k 3aJepeBLIM BiJ| CTpaxy.
T'omocHa rpoMaia Hapas 3aMOBKJIa, HIOU BCi ronoc BTpatwiy. [lepex HUMu
CTOSUTM Ha KOHSX 3aloOpOXKIl, y Onuckydifi 30poi, 3 PYIIHUISIMA |
CIMCaMH, — YU C€ MPUBHIL, YU CIIPABIi KHBI JrOAU?

— o x BM, XxJomii, HiMi yci, BOAM B POT HaOpaiu? — mHTaB
JKapTiBIMBO, BECEIUM T'0JIOCOM KO3aK.

Xronmi mWOHHO Temep mopymuiucs, Hiou Oyamnucs Bix cHy. Ce x
KO3aKH, CIpaBJli KO3aKH — 3aMOPOKIIi!

— Ilo, 30pos y Bac €, mabusi, pynIHuIs, CIUCH, HaBiTh 1 mymka? Hap
YUM TaK pajuTe, Ha BiiiHy xoueTe iTH? 3BiAKH BH? — JONHUTYBABCS Jaii
KO3aK.

Bacunbko nepmumii npuiimos go cebe. Ilobming myxe, ane TBepao
BHUCTYIIUB Harepes i FOJIOCHO CKa3aB:

— Mu 3 cena HoBoi Boui. Uynu, mo rerbMan boraan XMenbHUIBKUIA
BCIX KIM4Ye Ha BifiHy 3 MOJsAKaMH, HAa HAIid paml pimmiIM iTé 10
KO3alpKoro Biiickka. OTce Ham WUIMHA KypiHb, a s OTaMaH, Bacuib
Pomasnis.

Ko3aku 11ikaBo ciiyxaju cioBa Bacuibka.

— Ha Biiiny BuOupaerecs, cupas/i Ha BiliHy?



— Jo xo3anpkoro Biiicbka! 1o xo3akiB! Bci Mu xouemo G6opotucs 3
BOPOraMH, — OJIHOJYIIHO BiIIIOBLIN XJIOMII.

— Bu me mani! BilicbkoBa cimyx0a TsokKa... Ha BiifHI HeOe3neuHo...

— Mu roToBi BiigaTH HaIe )XUTTS, 100U 3100yTH BOJIO YKpaii!

Temnep 3aMOBKJIM 3aIIOPOXKI, — 3 AUBA HE MOTJIH BUHTH, K ITOOAYMIIH
THX MQJIUX, 8 TAKUX 3aB3STHX KO3aKiB.

— UYyerte, nmaHe reTbMaHe, 1[0 TOBOPATH Ci XJIOMIi? — CKa3aB OJMH 3
KO3aKiB JI0 TIOBR)KHOTO MYXXUWHH, IO CHJIB Ha MperapHiM OuTiM KOHI B
OnucKydiii 30poi, y maniii 3 611MM mepoM Ta 3 OyJIaBoko B PYII.

Xoommi 3aBOPYIIMIINCS, SIK MOYYNH ci cioBa. OTce mepex HUMH Ha
KOHI CHJIB caM TeTbMaH borman XMeNbHHIBKHN, 0AaThKO KO3aI[bKHIA,
BU3BOJIMTENb YKpainu!.. O, sika pajicHa, HecIioliBaHa cTpival..

B oxHy MUTH BiKpWiIMCs BCl XJIONM'SYi TOJOBH, — XJIOMI MOYaJH
TUCHYTHCS BIepell, 00 mo0aunTH JIMIE reTbMaHa, AJiITKHYTH HOro oexi,
MPUBITATH AOPOTOTO TOCTS... JIeCATKH PYK HiIHSIIOCS JOTOPH.

— Crnasa, cnaBa, cnaBa! CiaBa rerbMany Ykpainu!

3 paIicTIO IUBUIIKCS CTapi, CHBOBYCI 3aIIOPOKIIi HA 3aB3SITUX XJIOIIIIB,
II0 OTOYHJIM IOBKOJIA T€ThMaHa.

A bBorman XMenpbHHIBKAN MiAHIC JOTOPH TeThbMAaHCBhKY OynaBy i
MIPOMOBUB ITOBaYKHUM TOJIOCOM:

— BoictuHy Kaxy BaM — moOiguTh YKpaiHa, sIK MaTHME TaKHUX
CHHIB...

A 110 XJIOMIIB 3BEPTAIOYUCh, CKa3aB TeThMaH 3 JIACKABOIO YCMIIIKOIO:

— IIpuiimaemo Bac, Maini Ko3aku, 10 3anopo3bkoro Bilicka.

— CrnaBa reTbMaHy, cliaBa, cilaBa! — KIHMKaJIM XJIOMNLI 3 0e3MipHUM
HATXHEHHSIM. ..



